
Baltimore 2012 Convention: Sneak Peek Visit in April 
Over the April 14-15 weekend the NE Convention team visited Baltimore for the purpose of walking 
through and talking to coordinators for the various locations involved in the 2012 ICS Convention. 

The first stop was Martin State Airport. Four aircraft flew in for the weekend and reported no difficulties 
with the airport or airspace. The restricted area to the east was hot, but the ATC controllers brought us 
around it with no problem. 

  

The FBO coordinator gave us a tour of the classroom beneath hanger #4 that we will use for the Airport 
Day luncheon, and went over the plans for ramp parking and access. They have a program that designs a 
parking pattern to maximize the use of the ramp space. There will also be picnic tables under shade trees 
next to the ramp. Self-serve 100LL fuel is available at a reduced cost from the truck price. 
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Next stop was checking in to the Holiday Inn after an easy 25-minute ride downtown. The hotel has 
been around for a while and shows its age in the décor and design, but is clean and well maintained. The 
rooms were nice, the beds comfortable, and the street noise not a problem. 

For the Convention we have the hotel’s entire 12th floor, featuring a panoramic window wall 
overlooking the city. 

  

  

Two large rooms, each of which can be divided as needed, flank the central lobby area. This lobby will 
be the location of the registration and information table, and for the many vendors who will be 
displaying their wares. The larger conference room will be divided for seminars, and opened up for the 
Friday evening dinner and General Meeting. The smaller conference room will be used for the other 
meetings, allowing plenty of space for all who wish to attend. 

 

We also spent some time exploring Baltimore. The Charm City Circulator’s Orange Line has stops on 
each side of the block where the hotel is located. Riding about 15 minutes west brings you to the B&O 
Railroad Museum. The harbor is just 2 stops to the east, and Little Italy is just a few more stops to the 
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east. There is also the Purple Line and the Green Line which all meet within a couple of blocks of the 
hotel, and all are free of charge. Then there is the Light Rail train which can bring you from BWI to the 
Camden Yard / Convention Center stop for just $1.60. Walk one block north to the hotel. 

The harbor is a short 10-minute walk (or take the Orange Line), and offers a multitude of attractions. 
There are restaurants, museums, tours and shops to satisfy everyone’s fancies. 

 

  

  

Our last meeting was with the coordinator for our Spirit of Baltimore cruise and dinner. The ship is an 
easy 15-minute walk from the hotel, or 5 minutes from the Orange Line stop. We will board at 7 pm, 
and have the entire main deck for our party. The cruise lasts from 7:30 to 10:30 and includes an 
extravagant buffet with singing wait staff, a cash bar, tea lights on the tables, and our own deejay. 
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After dessert is served there will be a few closing speeches and the announcement of the Flagship 
Award winners. Then those who wish to can join the dancing or climb to the top deck to enjoy 
Baltimore Harbor from under the stars. 

See you in Baltimore, the Charm City. 

Pete Morse, ICS-NE Chief 
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