
Things to do in Baltimore Part II.doc 

Things to do in Baltimore – Part II 
 
The 2012 ICS Convention runs for four days in September, from Wednesday the 12th 
through Sunday the 16th, Baltimore, MD, the Charm City. The Convention is packed 
with activities for both pilots and their guests. But there is so much to see and do in 
Baltimore that you may wish to come early or stay longer. 

There are many attractions that are within walking distance from the hotel, but getting 
around in downtown Baltimore is very easy. There is the Charm City Circulator, a free 
bus that follows different routes throughout the city. The Orange route runs east and 
west, and the Purple route runs north and south, and both routes have stops within 
one block of the hotel. There is also a subway system, and, for the adventurous, a 
water taxi which travels about the harbor, including a stop at the Fort McHenry 
National Monument. 

The National Aquarium is perhaps the greatest attraction in 
Baltimore's celebrated Inner Harbor. It is about five blocks 
away, or the second stop on the Orange route. The exhibits 
start small with samples of marine life from local waters, but 
visitors soon find themselves eye-to-eye with sharks, rays 
and other very large creatures. A simulated rainforest 
ecosystem and regularly scheduled dolphin shows round out 
the attractions. Admission is high and the wait can be long, 
but both are worth it.  

For the sports minded there is a tour of Camden Yard, home 
of the Baltimore Orioles, and the Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum. They are located one 
block south of the hotel, and can be seen from your room’s window. 

Opened in 1992, Camden Yards 
incorporates the old Baltimore & 
Ohio RR Warehouse building 
into its asymmetrical design. The 
home plate and right field foul 
pole came from the old Memorial 
Stadium, former home of the 
O's. Ninety-minute tours of the 
dugout, press box and field are 
given on weekday mornings, if there isn't an afternoon game. Tickets to O's games 
can be tough to come by, but there is a scalp-free zone at the stadium where fans can 
buy tickets for face value or less. Check the Orioles schedule to see who might be in 
town during your stay. 

There are a number of fine museums in downtown Baltimore. 

The Maryland Science Center features interactive exhibits that focus on physics, 
marine biology and astronomy. Three blocks east and four blocks south. Among the 
most popular recent exhibits were three-dimensional nebula models and a giant 
meteor hanging from the ceiling of the main hall. Of more local interest is the 
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Chesapeake Bay estuary exhibit, which features several tanks of live creatures. 
Packages that include tickets to the IMAX are available. 

East meets West at the Walters Art Museum, a 
short ride north on the Purple line. On one 
hand, its collection spans nearly the entire 
history of Western art. Its spacious galleries are 
home to Greek and Roman statuary, Baroque 
carvings and a large collection of Renaissance 
paintings. On the other hand, its elegant 
Hackerman House wing holds one of the 
largest collections of traditional Asian art in the 
United States. Admission to the permanent 
collection is always free. 

For transportation buffs there is the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad Museum, a few blocks west on the Orange line. 
The B&O Railroad was once one of the most important 
freight and passenger lines in the country. The museum, 
located in a converted switching yard west of downtown, 
was the final destination for dozens of the steam 
locomotives and diesel engines that traveled along that 
railroad. Visitors are welcome to climb aboard and inspect 
the giant machines, many of which are kept in a restored 
house that also holds a wealth of historical displays and 
railroad memorabilia. 

And who can pass up 
a tour of the Fort 
McHenry National Monument and Historic 
Shrine. Get there by way of the Water Taxi from 
the Inner Harbor. The sight of the American flag 
flying over Fort McHenry during the War Of 1812 
inspired Francis Scott Key to pen the national 
anthem, the 'Star Spangled Banner'. A replica of 
that flag waves over the harbor-side port, now a 
tranquil National Park. The restored barracks 
hold exhibits of military and historical artifacts 

and a well-kept trail runs along the water's edge, affording spectacular views of ships 
entering and leaving the busy harbor. National Park passes are welcome. 

There are also many fine restaurants in the downtown area. The shops of Harborplace 
and The Gallery are the Charm City’s premiere shopping, dining and entertainment 
destination. Located at the heart of Baltimore’s famous Inner Harbor, and just three 
blocks from the hotel, you can browse through a variety of popular national retailers 
and locally inspired shops, satisfy hunger cravings at over 15 eateries or one of 10 
delectable restaurants, and enjoy entertainment from concerts, street performers and 
special events to visiting ships and holiday fireworks. 
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Restaurants near Harborplace include the Watertable, Tir an Nog Irish Bar & Grill, and 
J. Pauls BBQ. Just to the north is the B&O Brasserie, housed in the old B&O 
Headquarters building. To the south, along the waterfront, are the Morton’s Steak 
House, Brightons, and the Rusty Scupper Restaurant. Farther to the east are the Hard 
Rock Café and many other ethnic restaurants reached by way of the Orange line. 

Those interested in seeing the main attractions at a reduced rate can purchase a 
Harbor Pass from the Baltimore Visitor Center. The pass provides admission to the 
Maryland Science Center, National Aquarium, Sports Legends Museum at Camden 
Yard, and your choice of the American Visionary Art Museum or Port Discovery 
Children’s Museum. The pass is for 4 consecutive days and costs less than $60 (less 
than $50 when purchased in advance). 

It would be well worth it for Convention attendees to consider an extended Convention 
stay in Baltimore. Come a few days early or stay on later – at the same Convention 
rate - to take in all that the Charm City has to offer. 

 

Pete Morse, 

ICS-NE Tribe Chief 

 

Web links: 
Charm City Circulator  http://www.charmcitycirculator.com/ 
National Aquarium  http://www.aqua.org/ 
Camden Yard  http://baltimore.orioles.mlb.com/bal/ballpark/index.jsp 
Orioles schedule  

http://mlb.mlb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20120205&content_id=26580942&vkey=
news_bal&c_id=bal 

Maryland Science Center  http://www.mdsci.org/ 
Walters Art Museum  http://thewalters.org/default.aspx 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Museum  http://www.borail.org/ 
Fort McHenry National Monument http://www.nps.gov/fomc/index.htm  
Harborplace  http://www.harborplace.com/ 
Watertable  http://marriottmodules.com/restaurant/hotels/hotel-

information/travel/bwish-renaissance-harborplace-hotel/bwish_watertable/ 
Tir an Nog  http://www.tirnanogbaltimore.com/homepage.php 
J. Pauls  http://j-pauls.capitalrestaurants.com/ 
B&O Brasserie  http://www.bandorestaurant.com/ 
Mortons Steak House  http://www.mortons.com/ 
Brightons  http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/hotel-

features/dining/restaurants/baltimore 
Rusty Scupper Restaurant  http://www.selectrestaurants.com/rusty/ 
Baltimore Visitor Center  http://baltimore.org/harborpass 
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