
Baltimore Convention: Charm City Circulator virtual tour 
 

Getting around in Baltimore to the many attractions is very easy. There is no need to have your own 

car unless you wish to travel outside Baltimore. There are many modes of mass transportation 

available - from bus to rail, subway, and even water taxi. And the best by far – since it is free – is the 

Charm City Circulator bus system. A simple way to check out Baltimore is to take the Circulator bus 

routes through the various sections of the city. Here, let me take you on a virtual tour. 

We will start out by boarding the Orange Route westward from our Holiday Inn hotel. The bus stop 

is at Pratt and Lombard Streets, on the corner opposite the hotel front entrance, and a bus comes 

along about every 10 minutes. 

As we ride into Baltimore’s 

Westside we pass the Fallon 

Federal Building and the 

Bromo Seltzer Tower before 

making a turn past the 

multiple-block University of 

Maryland campus. The bus 

turns eastward after reaching 

the Hollis Market, passing the 

B&O Railroad Museum. This 

museum is well worth the time 

for anyone interested in seeing railroad heavy metal up close and personal.  

After passing the University of Maryland and the Medical 

Center again, the bus goes south to Pratt Street where it 

passes the Babe Ruth Museum, the Oriole's ballpark at 

Camden Yards, and the Baltimore Convention Center, 

located in the block behind the Holiday Inn. Continuing 

eastward we pass the Inner Harbor, with the Gallaria and 

HarborPlace – a mecca of shopping opportunities – and the 

National Aquarium. The bus then loops around Harbor East 

and Little Italy – a two-block area of fine Italian dining – 

before turning westward again on Lombard Street. Here we 

cross the Green Route (more later) and pass the Holocaust 

Memorial. After crossing the Purple Route we are back at 

Howard Street and the Holiday Inn. 

The Purple Route runs north on Charles Street to Penn 

Station, then south on Light Street to Baltimore’s Federal 

Hill section. The Mount Vernon section, to the north, 

contains many museums and performance venues, 

including the Walters Art Museum and the Peabody 

Institute. Penn Station give access to AmTrak trains to 

Philadelphia and New York, or to Washington, DC. Going 

south on Light Street we pass the Baltimore Visitor Center 

and the Maryland Science Museum, both on the Inner 

Harbor waterfront, before turning back north at the Cross Street Market. 
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The Green Route, recently expanded, loops north 

of Lombard Street to pass the Baltimore City Hall, 

the Interracial College, the Power Plant – a lively 

entertainment destination – and the Port Discovery 

Children’s Museum. It then parallels the Orange 

Route south into Harbor East, then runs eastward, 

looping down to the Fells Point Water Taxi 

landing, before moving to the north through 

residential areas to the Johns Hopkins Hospital and 

it’s East Baltimore campus. Ride the bus back to 

Lombard Street and catch an Orange bus back 

toward the hotel. 

The Banner Route – newly added this July – runs 

from the Convention Center at Pratt Street to Fort 

McHenry and back. Fort McHenry National Park, 

inspirational sight for the ”Star Spangled Banner,” 

is a must see. There are many special events 

planned in honor of the 200
th

 anniversary of the 

War of 1812. On the way you will pass 

Federal Hill Park, the American 

Visionary Art Museum, and the Harbor 

View wharf, site of the Baltimore 

harbormaster’s office and the Rusty 

Scupper restaurant. 

There you have it – the grand tour of 

seven of Baltimore’s city sections, and 

all at no cost! If you want a closer look 

at anything along the routes, just press 

one of the many “Stop Requested” 

buttons. And never fear, the next bus 

will be along in 10 to 15 minutes. 

For the more adventurous there is the 

Water Taxi, departing from the Harbor 

Place wharf, with routes around the 

Inner Harbor and to Fells Point where 

you can connect for the Fort McHenry. 

The Water Taxi fare is $7 for adults 

one-way, with an all-day pass at $12. Children ride for $6. 

For complete Baltimore area ground transportation information go to the Maryland Transit 

Administration at mta.maryland.gov. Their System Map shows bus, subway, light rail and MARC 

train routes for the entire area. And be sure to open this and other articles on the ICS web site 

Convention page. Each article contains many links to items that they contain.  

Happy browsing. Come early or stay late – there’s a lot to see and do. See you in the Charm City! 

Pete Morse, IC-NE Tribe Chief 
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