
ICS 2012 Baltimore Convention - Cleared for Approach 
September 12-16, 2012 
 
Are you ready to celebrate at the 2012 ICS Convention in 
Baltimore? 2012 is the bi-centennial celebration of the Fort 
McHenry battle at which Francis Scott Key penned the 
“Star Spangled Banner”, and the city of Baltimore will be 
partying all year long. I hope you have been reading about 
the specific convention activities or events in the 
Comanche Flyer magazines over the past months. Each 
article and the registration forms can be found here on the 
ICS website.  
 
The 2012 convention will be in a four-day format that will 
concentrate on things Comanche. Everyone is encouraged 
to arrive a few days early or stay a few days later to enjoy 
the many attractions in Baltimore and the surrounding 
area. The ICS room rate is available both before and after 
the convention dates.  
 

  Morning   Afternoon   Evening   

Wednesday   
Sept 12 

Setup time 8-12 Arrivals 1-8 Welcome Reception at 
Hotel 

5-9 

Registration 1-8 

Thursday    
Sept 13 

Registration 8-4 CFF Board Meeting 1-2     

Opening Ceremony 8:30 Seminars 2-5 “Tribe Night” dinners 5-9 

Old Board Meeting 9-12 **Afternoon Activities 1-5 

Friday    Sept 
14 

Registration 8-4 Vendor Displays 1-5 Convention Dinner and  5:30 

Vendor Displays 8-12 Afternoon Seminars 1-5 Annual General Meeting 7-9 

Morning Seminars 9-12         

Saturday    
Sept 15 

Registration 8-12 Martin State Airport Day 1-5 board Spirit of Baltimore  7 

Vendor Displays 8-12 Pilot Companion Seminar 1-5 River Cruise and Awards 
Dinner 

7:30- 

New Board Meeting 10-12 10:30 

Sunday     
Sept 16 

Departures 8-12 Clean up! 12-??     

  ** Ft. McHenry, Baltimore Aquarium, Camden Yard Tour, Riverfront Shopping, Science Museum 

 
As you can see, we have packed a lot of things into a few short days. ICS members can attend any or all. Of 
particular note is the scheduling of the Annual Membership Meeting on Friday evening following dinner. This 
is a slight change from previous conventions and encourages “weekend” attendance.  
 
We have added a seminar for the non-pilots on Saturday afternoon as an alternative to hanging around at 
Martin State for Airport Day. We will present a “Pilot Companion” ground school course in cooperation with 
the Baltimore FAAST team. The object is to give our right seat companions the knowledge to be active 
participants in a flight. The course will follow a sample flight from initial planning to preflight briefing, airport 
departure, cruise flight, approach and landing. Along the way the participants will learn about the mechanics 
of flying, get information about navigation, and learn basic skills in radio communication, all of which will make 
them better “co-pilots.” The course will be presented by certified flight instructors, and the Comanche will be 
the aircraft used for examples. 
 
We have selected Baltimore’s Martin State Airport (KMTN) as our home base. The airport is just outside the 
Washington ADIZ and will require some planning for arrivals and departures that avoid ADIZ penetration. VFR 
arrival is possible, but talking to PATOMAC ATC via Flight Following is best. Pilots should also complete the 

 



web course on flying within the 60-mile ring encircling the ADIZ. Links to the Washington SFRA course can be 
found on the FAASafety.gov website or at AOPA.org/ADIZFAA. More information on flying in to Martin State, 
and on the SFRA course, can be found on the ICS website Convention page. 
 
There are many fine restaurants near the hotel to choose from for Tribe Night dinners. Check the “Things to 
do in Baltimore” article on the ICS site for a partial list. This article also describes some of the fine activities 
you can go to, with links to their web pages. Most of them are within easy walking distance. 
 

   
Baltimore harbor after dark Harborplace Shopping Martin State Airport 

 
Thursday afternoon we will begin our Seminar presentations with fellow ICS members talking about some of 
their favorite topics. Friday is the full-on Vendor and Seminar day, with topics ranging from parts and 
maintenance, to fancy new electronics, to legal issues. There will be plenty of time between sessions to visit 
the vendors and see the latest goodies. 
 
As mentioned above, Friday evening there will be a buffet dinner followed by the Annual General Membership 
meeting. Your participation is greatly appreciated at this meeting in moving this organization forward. 
 
The New Board meeting on Saturday morning is when the new officers begin their task of guiding ICS 
forward. Again, your input is appreciated. Saturday afternoon is Airport Day at Martin State – a chance to 
inspect all the Comanches that have been flown in for the Convention, and to see the Flagship contest entries 
up close and personal. Saturday afternoon is also the Pilot Companion seminar as described earlier. 
 
The final Convention activity is the Harbor Dinner Cruise on 
the Spirit of Baltimore. This 3-hour trip includes a sumptuous 
buffet dinner featuring the best of Baltimore cuisine, final 
words from the Convention host and ICS leadership, 
announcement of the Flagship prizewinners, and dancing to 
our own deejay. This dinner cruise, priced at $95, is the only 
item not included in the convention fee, and is well worth 
attending. 
 
Go to the ICS website for more detailed convention 
information and to register on line. The Convention can be 
paid for using a PayPal link. You will also find a link to register 
for your hotel accommodations. If you have questions, there is a link for that too.  
 
See you in Baltimore! 
Pete Morse, ICS-NE Tribe Chief 
 

 


