
 

Baltimore Convention: Saturday Activities, September 15 
 

Saturday, September 15, is a big day for the Convention. The morning is devoted to the New Board 

Meeting where the new members will begin their duties of managing the ICS for the coming year. 

And there will still be vendors available for last minute questions. 

Saturday afternoon there will be two events occurring 

at the same time – Airport Day for the attending 

Comanche pilots and owners, and the Pilot 

Companion ground school for the non-pilots.  

Saturday evening is set aside for the final Convention 

banquet aboard the Spirit of Baltimore cruise ship. 

Airport Day 

Airport Day is a chance for fellow pilots to look over 

the many Comanches that were flown in to Martin 

State Airport, and to examine, along with the judges, 

the aircraft entered in the Flagship competition. Group 

transportation will be provided to and from the event, 

as will lunch. 

A group of judges will evaluate each aircraft entered in the Flagship competition using the 

following criteria. 

 

ICS FLAGSHIP CONTEST RULES 

(1) Aircraft models (classes) to be judged are "Best Single", "Best Twin" and "Flagship". Each 
class must have at least three entries. 

(2) A total of five judges and one alternate judge will be selected by the Convention host tribe, in 
consultation with the Flagship Chair and or committee. The judge’s scores will determine the 
winners in each model class.  

(3) The aircraft interior should be open for viewing by the judges. On singles, one engine side 
cowl should be open for judging. On twins, one engine side cowl panel should be removed for 
judging. The aircraft owner should be available to answer questions posed by the judges. 

(4) The judges will use a scoring sheet to will rate the individual aircraft in eight different 
categories for a total of 100 points possible per judge. The score sheets for each aircraft will 
totaled at the end of the judging. Based on five judges, a perfect score would be 500 points. 

(5) The judging categories and point are as follows: 

(a) General appearance and paint.    1-10 pts 

(b) Interior.                        1-10 pts 

(c) Instrument panel.                1-10 pts 

(d) Engine                           1-20pts 

(e) Landing gear.                    1-20pts 

(f) Fuselage and windows.            1-10 pts 

(g) Wings and empennage.             1-10 pts 

(h) Avionics and modifications.      1-10 pts 

(6) The single with the most points would be deemed "Best Single". The twin with the most 
points would be deemed "Best Twin". The aircraft with the most points overall would be deemed 
"Flagship".  

(7) The winners of each class will be announced at the formal banquet. 
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Pictures of all of the entries will be displayed at the dinner Saturday evening on the Spirit of 

Baltimore cruise, and the winners announced. 

Pilot Companion ground school  

At the same time, the Pilot Companion ground school will be presented for the non-pilots who want 

a better understanding of what goes on in the left seat. This seminar will be conducted by the 

Baltimore FAAST Team in cooperation with APOA, and will be open to other interested non-pilots 

from the surrounding area. 

This ground school is a version of the very successful AOPA Pinch-

Hitter course, and will be tailored to the Comanche aircraft. 

Instructors will cover preflight planning, departure, cruise phase, 

approach, and landing. While the original Pinch-Hitter objective was 

to enable a trained passenger to successfully take over and land an 

aircraft if the pilot becomes incapacitated, our purpose is to enable 

the student to better understand the pilot’s flight environment and to 

be able to take an active and useful part in that activity.  

The preflight section will cover making flight plans, getting a weather 

briefing, and performing an aircraft preflight inspection. The 

departure section covers ground movement, ground and tower 

communication, aircraft takeoff performance numbers, and 

emergency procedures to consider on takeoff. The cruise phase will 

cover ATC communication, basic visual and instrument navigation, 

and equipment failure procedures. The approach section will cover 

radio communication, aircraft approach configuration and 

performance, and the traffic pattern. And the landing section will cover aircraft landing 

configuration, power settings and performance, the touchdown and rollout, and shutting down the 

aircraft. 

Questions may be asked of the instructors at any time. And again, our intent is to educate the 

passenger copilot to encourage participation in the flight, not to train them to take over as PIC. 

Closing Banquet and Harbor Cruise 

The final Convention event is a three-hour tour 

of Baltimore Harbor on the cruise ship Spirit of 

Baltimore, with an Awards Dinner buffet 

served on board.  

We will have the entire top deck reserved for 

our use, with table seating and a cash bar. Once 

underway a buffet dinner featuring the best of 

Baltimore’s culinary offerings will be served. 

While we dine, photos of the Convention and of 

the Flagship contestants will be shown. Over 

dessert there will be a few closing remarks by 

ICS and Convention officials, and the Flagship 

winners will be announced.  

Then, while the music plays and the meal winds down, we can sit back enjoy the sights of 

Baltimore sliding past our windows while we reflect on the joys of another successful ICS 

Convention. 

 

 

http://flash.aopa.org/asf/pinch_hitter/swf/flash.cfm
http://flash.aopa.org/asf/pinch_hitter/swf/flash.cfm
http://www.spiritcruisesbaltimore.com/Baltimore/ship
http://www.spiritcruisesbaltimore.com/Baltimore/ship

