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FEATURECONVENTION NEWS

Cleveland Rocks! 
And So Does ICS
The ICS 2017 Convention will ROCK  
right along with Cleveland on June 20-25.

This message is being written on 
an interesting December day, 
just after Christmas. I guess 

the holidays, a plant outage from Hell 
(I still work), and Christmas prepa-
rations (concerts, parties, etc.) have 
taken a toll on the convention planning. 
However, not to despair, events are 
coming together quite nicely.

ICS received some Christmas pres-
ents of our own, and they are being 
presented this June in Cleveland. You 
have heard from many sources that the 
FAA is allowing non-TSO equipment to 
be installed in legacy aircraft. This has 
already started with things like Angle 
of Attack indicators and certain ADS-B 
products. The products for the exper-
imental non-certified aircraft have 
been in development over the years 
and have become excellent products, 
but not available generally in certified 
aircraft (as in Comanche). The FAA 
has correctly concluded that there is 
considerable safety value in making 
many of these products available to the 
older (but better) aircraft. A 30-year-old 
autopilot can be cranky and unreliable. 
The new products are all digital and 
computerized, very stable, and reli-
able. The trick is to get this equipment 
into our airplanes replacing the older 
equipment at a reasonable cost.

Christmas Present One: We have 
recently received an e-mail from Mark 
Sullivan out California way. He is a 

founding member of The STC Group 
which is currently securing an STC 
for installing a Trio autopilot in certi-
fied aircraft, initially 172s and 182s. 
Once completed, they will continue 
immediately with the Comanche Twin 
(his own airplane). He expects once an 
STC is secured for one Comanche, it 
will include all Comanches, singles and 
twins. He mentioned that he is plan-
ning to show it at Oshkosh in 2017. I 
asked if he might be prepared to show 
at the ICS Cleveland Convention in 
June. He thought that was an excellent 
idea since it is a Comanche-specific 
group, the group closest to his heart. 
Mark also offered to provide one of our 
seminars for Friday, June 23, at the 
Hilton Downtown. He is proud of his 
Comanche and is interested in enter-
ing it in the Flagship Competition held 
on Airport Day, Saturday, June 24. Be 
prepared to see his Twin at Signature, 
with the autopilot installed sitting on 
the judging line.

Christmas Present Two: It is inter-
esting that just the day before we 
received Mark’s e-mail I had talked 
with Ron Keil, airport manager and 
avionics shop owner, up at Lapeer, MI 
(D95) about that same thing. Ron is a 
Dynon dealer and is getting informa-
tion about their quest for autopilots 
into the certified fleet. He is also inter-
ested in producing a seminar about 
the new offerings in avionics for our 
Comanches. EAA is also working with 

TruTrak Flight Systems, so there may 
be several options soon, hopefully 
at least one by our convention time. 
In any event, these seminars will be 
worthy of careful listening.

Christmas Present Three: Now and 
then, some non-aviation goodie comes 
along. One of our very good friends has 
offered to bring conventioneers to the 
Firestone Country Club for a round of 
golf on their Bridgestone Invitational 
South Course. The pros will be play-
ing this same course a few short weeks 
after the convention. Play will be at 
the club member price. Firestone has 
offered use of their villa rooms for 
overnight accommodation. We don’t 
have the pricing details yet, but this is 
an opportunity to golf where the PGA 
do at a reasonable rate. We are plan-
ning a tee time for Tuesday, June 20. 
Plan to fly into Akron-Canton (CAK) 
on Monday, have dinner either at the 
club or a nearby restaurant (plenty 
around), golf Tuesday, and then fly to 
Burke Lakefront in the afternoon for 
the convention. For anyone who loves 
the game, this is quite an opportunity. 
See the sidebar for information about 
the Firestone South course.

As many of you are interested in 
entering aircraft judging on Airport Day, 
this information should provide some 
guidance. In 2009 the North Central 
Tribe worked with Cliff Wilewski at 
Heritage Aero to develop a Flagship 



Non-TSOd Equipment Making It Into Certified Aircraft

Trio Avionics, longtime manufacturer 
of autopilots for the Experimental-
Amateur-Built(EAB) aircraft market, 
is working with the FAA and a team 
of industry leaders to develop an 
STC for its Pro Pilot Autopilot in the 
Cessna 172 and 182, with other 
certified, production models to follow. 
Paul Odum, CEO of The STC Group, 
LLC, is leading the initiative to bring 
affordable autopilots from the EAB 
world to production airplanes.

“Trio’s Pro Pilot autopilot has a 
proven record of reliability in the 
amateur-built and warbird fleets. As 
such, the Trio Pro Pilot is an excellent 
off-the-shelf choice to retrofit into the 
legacy GA fleet based on its record 
of safety and reliability,” said Odum, 

who will own the STC for the auto-
pilot. The company is planning on 
developing the STC for most variants 
of the Cessna 172 and 182 from the 
earliest models through the 2006 
models. STCs for additional makes 
and models will be developed later.

Trio was established in 2000 and has 
been delivering autopilots around the 
world for more than a dozen years 
with some 3,000 systems flying. The 
two-axis Pro Pilot model utilizes roll and 
auto-trim pitch servos to provide pre-
cise horizontal and vertical navigation 
capabilities. Altitude control includes 
climb and descent functions with alti-
tude pre-select. Vertical navigation can 
be flown at pilot-selected speeds.

When connected to a WAAS-enabled 
GPS, Pro Pilot can fly the lateral and 
vertical portions of RNAV approaches 
and other procedures. The digital 
autopilot also provides flight envelope 
protection, nudging the flight con-
trols away from an overspeed or stall 
situation. An “automatic 180-degree 
turn” feature can guide VFR pilots out 
of inadvertent weather encounters—a 
feature that has been credited with 
saving lives in EAB aircraft. Chuck 
Busch, Trio Avionics president and 
designer of the Pro Pilot, said, “As 
experimental aircraft builders, our 
primary design goal has always been 

Comanche owner and officer of the SCT Group, Mark Sullivan, is 
attending the 2017 Cleveland ICS Convention and says he will be 
flying his turbo twin with the Trio autopilot installed. Come and see 
this prototype for the Comanche STC.

Here is the original Press Release: 

STC Group Works Towards Approval  
Of Trio Next Gen Autopilot

(Image provided with Trio Avionics news release)

FEBRUARY 2017 Comanche Flyer •  29

Judging program that would choose 
the best airplanes at the convention. 
Cliff is active in the warbird community 
and involved in warbird judging. With 
warbirds, the judging is over the top 
with attention to every detail, each 
rivet, and decal location. OK, that’s 
a bit overboard. What we wanted was 
a method of judging which rewarded 
aircraft that represented the fleet well 
and not just the ones that have all the 
fancy gadgets with new paint and inte-
rior. Cliff and several IAs and A&Ps set 
out and developed the procedure that 
has been used since. For all interested, 
the judging criteria are presented in a 
sidebar so you can look your aircraft 
over and prepare it for judging. You 
shouldn’t need to spend a fortune to 
present an aircraft any pilot would be 
proud to show.

And speaking of quality aircraft, Cliff 
will also be presenting a seminar at the 
convention on Friday, June 23, on a 
topic of his choosing and in a hangar 
on Airport Day, June 24. Cliff is on the 
ICS Technical Staff and runs one of the 
most highly regarded shops for our fleet. 
His presentations are always informative 
and relevant to current topics.

As this article is being written at 
Christmas time, registration infor-
mation will be on the ICS website 
(comancheflyer.com) by February. 
Although we don’t have pricing and 
other details lined up just yet, they 
will be available online. The March 
flyer will have a registration form and 
more information about events. As 
we have said in past articles, the big 
technology items will be the NASA 
Glenn Research Center tour and a 
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