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L
ast month was all about our 
youngsters and grandkids and 
how they would have a great 
time going to KidVenture. 

This month I’d like to talk about the 
educational aspects of both AirVenture 
and our convention for the adults. 
Okay, I admit that most of education-
al opportunities are for the pilot or 
mechanic for our steeds, but there are 
some for the less aviation oriented.

At the usual ICS convention, a day 
or so will be dedicated to seminars 
about Comanches. Sometimes there 
will be just one or two seminars, some-
times more. Generally they are given 
by other ICS members who are experts 
or occasionally by vendors who have 
some knowledge or expertise that we 
desire. For the past several years at 
AirVenture, the ICS hospitality tent has 
featured several seminars of interest to 
our members. This coming convention, 
the ICS-specific seminars will continue 
in the hospitality tent as we hope to 
have two per day beginning Monday 

Many trams provide relief for weary feet.

2013 map of AirVenture grounds; arrow denotes forum/workshop area.



(continued on page 24)

22 •  Comanche Flyer NOVEMBER 2013

of AirVenture and continuing through 
Thursday, as this will allow plenty of 
time for members to see the rest of the 
“big show.”

AirVenture itself has seminars on a 
huge array of topics beginning at 8:00 
a.m. and continuing through 5:00 p.m. 
for six straight days (Monday-Saturday) 
by more than 500 people. Seminars 
range from homebuilding; maintaining, 
repairing and restoring aircraft; pre-
sentations on various airplane types; 
cutting-edge technology; and how to fly 
safer, better and more proficiently. Past 
examples include: interior design and 
replacement, engine maintenance and 
overhaul, engine accessory information, 
autopilots, ADS-B, painting, iPad use, 
and Q&A with historical figures (Chuck 
Yeager, Bud Anderson, Burt Rutan).

AirVenture also has hands-on work-
shops about electrical systems, riveting, 
woodworking, fabric covering, sheet 
metal, composites, and welding. I know 
you may be thinking that these work-
shops don’t offer much to a Comanche 
flyer, but with the exception of fabric 
covering, they do. Besides, when the 
Comanche is done, you need these 
skills for the other project lurking in 
the back of your mind. Perhaps you are 
thinking that at some point you might 
not pass the FAA physical and would 
need to sell your current Comanche, 
and would like to remain flying via an 
LSA – you can learn all about that at 
AirVenture.

Aviation-oriented seminars are 
generally held in a group of open air 
structures on the northern part of the 
grounds. Open air workshops are adja-
cent and host the hands-on activities. 
Other general interest seminars are also 
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held in the EAA museum. Many of the 
vendors hold seminars and discussions 
on their products at their sites. The 
FAA also holds seminars in its building. 
For the non-aviation folks, there are 
activities and classes in the “Women’s 
Activity Tent” for all types of crafts. 
(I apologize to the women and other 
members of ICS interested in crafts 
for the characterization.)

Everything I’ve talked about so far 
has been a formal type activity. How-
ever, the biggest learning opportunity 
is by exploring the AirVenture grounds, 
finding something that intrigues you 
in the airplane you are looking at, and 
then asking questions of the owner.   
This technique applies to Comanches, 
homebuilts, antiques, war birds, etc. 
You can generate a spontaneous learn-
ing experience almost anywhere and 
at any time.

It wouldn’t be Oshkosh with-
out Jerry’s One Man Band.




